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INTRODUCTION 

This document provides supplemental data and analysis for CPA 06-10, an amendment to the 

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan to establish an Urban Service Area as provided in Section 

163.3164(29), Florida Statutes, and a related Transportation Concurrency Exception Area for 

the Urban Service Area pursuant to Section 163.3180(5)(b)3.c., Florida Statutes.   

 

Section 163.3164 (29), F.S. provides that: 

 

"Urban service area" means built-up areas where public facilities and services, including, 

but not limited to, central water and sewer capacity and roads, are already in place or 

are committed in the first 3 years of the capital improvement schedule. In addition, for 

counties that qualify as dense urban land areas under subsection (34), the non-rural area 

of a county which has adopted into the county charter a rural area designation or areas 

identified in the comprehensive plan as urban service areas or urban growth boundaries 

on or before July 1, 2009, are also urban service areas under this definition. 

 

Section 163.3180(5)(b)3.c. further provides that 

 

A county that does not qualify as a dense urban land area pursuant to s. 163.3164 may 

designate in its local comprehensive plan the following areas as transportation 

concurrency exception areas: 

........ 

c.  Urban service areas as defined in s. 163.3164. 

 

This report is intended to demonstrate that the proposed Urban Service Area for 

unincorporated Alachua County mŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ άōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇέ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ public facilities 

and services in place or committed within the first three years of the capital improvement 

schedule to serve the proposed Urban Service Area.    

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=urban%20service%20area&URL=Ch0163/Sec3164.HTM
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PROPOSED URBAN SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION 

 

The proposed Urban Service Area (USA) for unincorporated Alachua County is approximately 

16,195 acres, and is shown on Map 1 below.    It ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 

Cluster, which is identified in the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan as the area where 

unincorporated urban growth and related public services and facilities should be directed.  The 

Urban Cluster contains approximately 37,000 acres, and there have been few modifications to 

its boundary since it was initially adopted in 1991.   

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ¦{! ƛǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ DŀƛƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DŀƛƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ 

Reserve Area.  The designation of the USA with related polices is intended to promote higher 

density and intensity mixed use development, including Transit Oriented Development and 

Traditional Neighborhood Development within the most urbanized areas of unincorporated 

Alachua County.  It is also intended to encourage redevelopment and infill of undeveloped 

parcels within this subset of the Urban Cluster.   

 

Map 1.  Alachua County Proposed Urban Service Area Boundary 
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Population Density 

 

Maps 2 and 3 show the population and employment densities within and surrounding the 

proposed Urban Service Area.  The data for these maps are from the 2009 Socioeconomic Data 

Report for Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZ) prepared by the Metropolitan Transportation Planning 

Organization (MTPO) for the Gainesville Urbanized Area.  The data is based on individual TAZs. 

 

Map 2 shows ranges of population density within the Urban Cluster, including the proposed 

USA and City of Gainesville.  The darker colored areas represent higher population density, 

while the lighter colored areas represent lower density.  As the map shows, the areas within the 

USA generally have similar densities to the adjacent areas within the City of Gainesville.  The 

proposed unincorporated Urban Service Area has an overall population density of 1,488 

persons per square mile.  Most of the individual TAZs have population density in excess of 1,000 

persons per square mile, and many TAZs exceed 2,000 persons per square mile. 

 

Map 2.  Population Density for Alachua County Proposed Urban Service Area 
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Some of the TAZs shown on Map 2 which have population densities of 1,000 persons per square 

mile and under are areas which also contain concentrations of employment and non-residential 

development.  Several of the TAZs in the western part of the USA near the Interstate-75 

interchanges fall into this category. 

 

Employment Density 

 

Map 3 shows ranges of employment density within the Urban Cluster, including the proposed 

unincorporated USA and City of Gainesville.  Employment density is a general indicator of the 

location of non-residential concentrations.  The unincorporated USA area has an overall 

employment density of 560 employees per square mile.  Many of the individual TAZs within the 

USA have employment densities of greater than 250 employees per square mile.  There are 

employment concentrations in the unincorporated areas near the Interstate-75 interchanges 

with Newberry Road, Archer Road, and NW 39th Avenue.  Employment is also concentrated on 

the west and east sides of Interstate-75, in both the unincorporated area and the City of 

Gainesville.  These areas are included within the proposed USA. 

 

Map 3.  Employment Density for Alachua County Proposed Urban Service Area 
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Development Patterns (Analysis of -Built-Up Areas) 

 
An analysis of the development characteristics of the proposed USA was conducted to 

determine Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ άōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇέΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ.  

¢ƘŜ άǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ land useέ ŎƻŘŜ from the Alachua County PrƻǇŜǊǘȅ !ǇǇǊŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ used 

to determine whether a property was developed or undeveloped.  For purposes of this analysis, 

any existing platted lots less than 10 acres in size within subdivisions were considered to be 

developed areas. 

 
Table 1 provides summary data on the development characteristics of the proposed USA.  The 

table corresponds to the information on Map 4.  Approximately 14,356 acres, or 89% of the 

land in the proposed USA, is comprised of developed parcels, existing roads, institutional 

properties, or conservation areas which cannot be developed.  There is 1,839 acres, or 11% of 

the land in the proposed USA, which is undeveloped and is designated for urban levels of 

development under the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan.   

Table 1.  Development Characteristics for Alachua County Proposed Urban Service Area 

 Acres 

Total Acreage of Proposed USA 16,195 

Developed Parcels 10,935 

Roads  2,060 

Conservation Areas 843 

Institutional 518 

Undeveloped Parcels 1,839 

 

aŀǇ п ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ όƻǊ άōǳƛƭǘ-ǳǇέύ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

within the proposed USA.  The undeveloped portions of the proposed USA are scattered 

throughout the area, and in most cases, are surrounded by existing developed areas.  There are 

relatively few large contiguous undeveloped areas within the proposed USA. Most of the ones 

that exist have either received development approvals but are not yet built, or they are 

currently in the review process for Comprehensive Plan amendments.  These properties are 

included as undeveloped areas, but the County expects that they will develop during the 

current planning horizon of the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

The areas on the map labeled as Public Institutional correspond to the Institutional Future Land 

Use designation.  These areas are owned by public entities and contain land uses such as 

schools, colleges, or utility facilities which are not available for future private development.  The 



 

CPA 06-10 - Alachua County Proposed Urban Service Area   
Public Facilities Level of Service Analysis 
August 11, 2010 

 

7 

areas on the map labeled as Park/Conservation include those areas designated on the Future 

Land Use Map as Preservation, Conservation, and Recreation.  These areas are used for land 

conservation or recreational facilities, and are not available for residential or commercial 

development.   

 

 

Map 4.  Development Characteristics of Proposed Urban Service Area 
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Facilities and Services Analysis 

The Alachua County Comprehensive Plan contains Level of Service (LOS) standards for public 

facilities that are subject to concurrency, including transportation, potable water, sanitary 

sewer, stormwater management, solid waste, recreation, and public school facilities.   The 

following sections discuss the adopted Level of Service standards for each type of facility or 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

adopted standards.  

Population Projections 

Population projections provide a basis for evaluating Level of Service standards and 

determining future public facility demands.  !ƭŀŎƘǳŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άaŜŘƛǳƳέ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

projections for counties ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

and Business Research (BEBR).  Table 2 ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ άaŜŘƛǳƳέ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭŀŎƘǳŀ 

County as provided in Florida Population Studies, Projections of Florida Population by County, 

2009-2035, Volume 43, Bulletin 156, March, 2010.  Table 2 also provides unincorporated 

population projections through 2035 using a constant share methodology.   

Table 2.  Population Projections, 2008 ς 2030 

 
 

2009-2035: BEBR, Florida Population Studies, Projections of Florida Population by County, 2009-2035, Volume 43, 
Bulletin 156, March 2010. 
2000:  United States Census 
Unincorporated population projections are calculated as a constant (2009) share of the countywide population 
through 2030.   
*Unincorporated population change from 2000 to 2009 was effected by annexation into municipalities. 

 

 

 

 

YEAR Countywide 
Population 

Annualized 
Change 

Unincorporated 
Population* 

Annualized 
Change 

2000 217,955  104,910*  
2009 256,232 4,253 107,260* 261 
2010 257,600 1,368 107,934 674 
2015 272,400 2,960 114,136 1,240 
2020 289,800 3,480 121,426 1,458 
2025 306,900 3,420 128,591 1,433 
2030 323,400 3,300 135,505 1,383 
2035 338,900 3,100 141,999 1,299 
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Recreation Facilities  

The County provides activity-based and resource-based recreation facilities within the 

unincorporated areas of the County, including the Urban Cluster and the proposed Urban 

Service Area.   

Policy 1.2.4.2.B of the Capital Improvements Element establishes the minimum level of service 

standards for Recreation facilities in the unincorporated area as follows: 

(1)  0.5 acres of improved activity-based recreation sites per 1,000 persons in the 
unincorporated area of Alachua County; and 
 

(2)   5.0 acres of improved resource-based recreation sites per 1,000 persons in the 
unincorporated area of Alachua County. 

 

The recreation level of service standards ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ 

management system in accordance with Policy 1.3.2 of the Capital Improvements Element. 

The Alachua County Recreation System consists of 181.58 acres of improved activity-based 

recreation and 692.27 acres of improved resource-based recreation.  The inventory of resource-

based recreation facilities includes resource based parks as well as improved portions of 

county-owned land conservation areas purchased through Alachua County Forever program.   

The actual level of service achieved for activity-based recreation, as of May 2010, is 1.70 acres 

of improved acreage per 1,000 persons in the unincorporated area.  For resource based 

recreation, the actual level of service achieved is 6.49 acres of improved sites per 1,000 persons 

in the unincorporated area.  Alachua County currently meets the adopted level of service 

standards for activity-based (0.5 acres per 1,000 persons) and resource-based recreation (5.0 

acres per 1,000 persons). 

In addition to County owned and operated facilities which are used for concurrency calculation, 

there are also recreation facilities owned and/or operated by the City of Gainesville and the 

State of Florida which are in close proximity to the proposed USA.  Map 6 shows the locations 

of existing recreation facilities which are owned and/or operated by Alachua County as well as 

the State of Florida and City of Gainesville.  Only those recreation facilities owned and operated 

by Alachua County are used in the calculation of recreation level of service for concurrency 

purposes in accordance with the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan. 
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Map 6.  Recreation Facilities Proximate to Proposed Urban Services Area 
Map depicts County, State, and City recreation facilities which are near the proposed Urban Services Area.   

Only County facilities are used in recreation level of service calculations for concurrency. 

 
 

Table 3, entitled Alachua County Parks Level of Service Projections, 2007 - 2014 provides a 

tabular inventory of the acreage of existing and planned improved recreation sites, and the 

actual level of service achieved relative to unincorporated population projections through 2014.  

This table provides the acreage of existing improved recreation sites and planned recreation 

improvements that are included in the proposed 5-Year Capital Improvements Program 

Schedule.  The data indicates that the actual level of service achieved for recreation facilities in 

the unincorporated area in the Year 2014 will be 1.64 improved acres per 1,000 persons for 

activity-based recreation facilities, and 15.21 improved acres per 1,000 persons for resource-

based recreation facilities.  

 

During the 5-year period from 2010 through 2014, several capital improvement projects have 

been identified in the Capital Improvements Program Schedule to maintain or improve the level 

of service provided for activity-based and resource-based recreation in Alachua County.  The 

project descriptions, costs, and funding sources for the planned recreation capital improvement 



 

CPA 06-10 - Alachua County Proposed Urban Service Area   
Public Facilities Level of Service Analysis 
August 11, 2010 

 

11 

projects are provided in the adopted Recreation Facilities 5-Year Schedule of Capital 

Improvements, FY 2010 ς FY 2014 (see Table 4).   

 

Based on population projections for the unincorporated area, and with the addition of the 

recreation capital improvement projects identified in the proposed 5-Year Schedule of 

Improvements, Alachua County will continue to meet the adopted level of service standards for 

recreation through 2014.  
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Table 3.  Alachua County Recreation Facilities Level of Service Projections, 2007 - 2014 

Source:  Alachua County Public Works Department, May 2010 
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Table 4.  Alachua County Recreation Facilities Schedule of Capital Improvements,  

FY 2010 ς 2014  

Adopted in Capital Improvements Element of Alachua County Comprehensive Plan 
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Potable Water and Sanitary Sewer  

Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU), which is owned and operated by the City of Gainesville, 

provides centralized potable water and sanitary sewer services within a designated service area 

which includes most of the unincorporated Urban Cluster.  All development within the Urban 

Cluster is required to connect to both centralized potable water and sanitary sewer per Policy 

2.1 of the Potable Water and Sanitary Sewer Element of the Alachua County Comprehensive 

Plan.  The requirement to connect to central water and sewer would also to apply to any 

development in the proposed Urban Service Area because it is located fully within the Urban 

Cluster. 

 
Policy 1.2.4.2.E of the Capital Improvements Element establishes the adopted level of service 
standards for potable water and sanitary sewer as follows: 
 
Potable Water 
Raw water and treatment capacity: Peak Day 
Pumping and distribution capacity: Peak hour = 1.3 times the peak day 
Storage capacity:   One-half of peak day volume in gallons 
Minimum pressure: The system shall be designed for a minimum pressure of 

40 psig under forecasted peak hourly demands to assure 
20 psig under extreme and unforeseen conditions 

 
Fire demand:    As determined using Insurance Services Organization 
guidelines 
 
Sanitary Sewerage 
Collection System:   1.5 times the peak day 
Treatment and Disposal:  Annual average daily flow which allows for anticipated 
peak hour flow 
 
Municipal Systems- LOS Requirements 
GAINESVILLE (GRU) 
Potable Water: 
Peak Residential:   317 gallons per day per dwelling unit; 
 
Peak Non-residential:   Average daily demand multiplied by 1.3 as  

estimated for plant connection fees. 
 
Sanitary Sewerage: 
Peak Day Residential   200 gallons per day per dwelling unit 
Peak Day Non-residential:  Average daily flow multiplied by 1.15  

as estimated for plant connection fees 
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The potable water and sanitary sewer levels of service identified in the Alachua County 

Comprehensive Plan are tied to the operating capacities and treatment volumes of Gainesville 

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ potable water and sanitary sewer facilities.  The City of Gainesville 

Comprehensive Plan includes capital projects that are necessary to maintain potable water and 

sanitary sewer operating capacity for the Gainesville Regional Utilities service area.    

 

GRU operates one potable water treatment plant, the Murphree Water Treatment Facility, 

which provides service to areas within the City of Gainesville and the portions of the 

unincorporated area within the Urban Cluster.  The Murphree Water Treatment Facility has a 

maximum design capacity of 54 million gallons per day, for the peak day.  The current level of 

water consumption for the GRU potable water service area is about 26 million gallons per day 

on average.   

GRU also operates two sewage treatment plants, Kanapaha and Main Street, which provide 

service to areas within the GRU service area.  The Kanapaha Water Reclamation Facility has a 

design capacity to treat a maximum of 14.9 million gallons per day, average annual daily flow 

(AADF).  The Main Street Water Reclamation Facility has a design capacity to treat a maximum 

of 7.5 million gallons per day, average annual daily flow.  The two facilities have a combined 

total treatment capacity of 22.4 million gallons per day (mgd), average annual daily flow.  The 

Kanapaha Facility currently treats about 10.24 mgd while the Main Street Facility treats about 

5.10 mgd, for a combined total of 15.34 mgd (Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 

2008 Reuse Inventory Database and Annual Report, May 2010, !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ Ψ[Ω).   

At this time, the St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) and Suwannee River 

Water Management District (SRWMD), in conjunction with GRU, are in the process of assessing 

the sufficiency of water supplies to accommodate future growth over a 20-year time frame.  

The SJRWMD has designated a Preliminary Priority Water Resource Caution area, which 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ Dw¦Ωǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ and much of Alachua County.  It is anticipated that increased 

conservation and use of reclaimed water will be needed to ensure the long-term viability of the 

water supply.  The water supply assessment and planning process underway at this time will 

better define the extent to which conservation and reclaimed water use must be increased. 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/reuse/inventory.htm
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Map 7.  Gainesville Regional Utilities Potable Water Service Area 

 
 

Map 8.  Gainesville Regional Utilities Sanitary Sewer Service Area 
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Public School Facilities 

The Public School Facilities Element (PSFE) was adopted into the Alachua County 

Comprehensive Plan on June 24, 2008, and became effective on October 3, 2008.  Policy 

1.2.4.2.F of the Capital Improvements Element provides the adopted level of service standard 

for public school facilities as follows:  

 

The uniform, district-wide LOS standards shall be 100% of Permanent Program Capacity 

for elementary, middle and high schools. This LOS standard shall apply to all concurrency 

service areas (CSA) as adopted in the Public Schools Interlocal Agreement, except on an 

interim basis for the three elementary school concurrency service areas listed below. The 

interim LOS standards for these three elementary school concurrency service areas shall 

be as follows for the periods specified below: 

 

High Springs CSA ς 120% of permanent program capacity through 2010-2011; 

 

Newberry CSA ς 115% of permanent program capacity through 2010-2011; 

 

West Urban CSA ς 115% of permanent program capacity through 2010-2011. 

 

These LOS standards are applied to School Concurrency Service Areas (SCSAs) as 

specified in the recently adopted Public School Facilities Element. 

 

The project descriptions, costs, and funding sources for planned public school capacity 

improvement projects for the 5-year period of FY 2010 to 2014 are those provided in the most 

recent 5-Year Facilities Work Program adopted in October 2009 by the Alachua County School 

Board.  This document represents the best available data which the Florida Department of 

Education has found in compliance with state requirements.   

 

The Alachua County School District has a current enrollment of 24,374 elementary, middle and 

high school students, according to the most recent semi-annual School Capacity and Enrollment 

census published in May 2010 (see Table 5).  Existing core facilities have the capacity to serve 

29,150 students, and planned improvements are programmed to address the interim Level of 

Service to achieve the district-wide LOS standard of 100% of Permanent Program Capacity.  

Alachua County currently meets the adopted level of service standards for public school 

facilities.   
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Table 5.  Alachua County Public School Capacity vs. Enrollment 

 
Source:  School Board of Alachua County 
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The Public School Facilities Schedule of Capacity Projects provides a schedule projects adopted 

by the Alachua County School Board that are necessary to serve the existing and projected 

student enrollment for the 5-year period from FY 2010 to FY 2014.  This schedule is also 

adopted in the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Capital Improvements Element (see Table 

6).  During the period of FY 2010 to FY 2014, the capital improvement projects shown in the 5 

Year Schedule will be completed, which will affect the level of service for public school facilities 

by building two new elementary schools and adding classrooms to an existing high school.  The 

data indicates that the actual level of service achieved will meet the adopted Level of Service of 

100% of permanent program capacity during the 5 year time frame.     

Based on projections for District-wide public school enrollment and with the addition of the 

planned school construction projects identified in the 5-Year District Facilities Work Program, 

Alachua County will continue to meet the adopted level of service standards for public school 

facilities for the 5-year time frame. 

Table 6.  Alachua County Public School Facilities Schedule of Capacity Projects, 

FY 2010 ς FY 2014 (as adopted in Alachua County Comprehensive Plan) 
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Map 9.  Public Elementary School Facilities and Concurrency Service Areas 

 
 

Map 10.  Public Middle School Facilities and Concurrency Service Areas 
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Map 11.  Public High School Facilities and Concurrency Service Areas 

 
 

Public Safety 

There are several County and City of Gainesville fire rescue stations which serve the proposed 

Urban Service Area.  There are two Fire Rescue stations within the proposed boundary of the 

USA (Alachua County Fire/Medic Station 16 on Ft. Clarke Blvd. and Alachua County Fire/Medic 

Station 15 on SW Archer Rd.).  There are two additional fire rescues stations within one mile of 

the proposed boundary of the USA (Gainesville Fire Station 7 on NW 43rd St. and Alachua 

County Fire Station 19/Medic Station 3 on SW 43rd St).  There are also an additional three fire 

rescue stations within two miles of the USA boundary (Gainesville Fire Station 4 on SW 36th St. 

at Newberry Road; Alachua County Medic Station 1 on SW 23rd Terrace; and Alachua County 

Fire/Medic Station 17 on County Road 241 near Jonesville).  The locations of existing fire rescue 

facilities in relation to the proposed Urban Service Area are shown on Map 12 (Composite 

Public/Institutional Facilities Map).  Additionally, Maps 13 and 14 show the Fire and EMS 

response times within the proposed Urban Service Area; and Map 15 shows the Alachua County 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǊŜŀΦ 
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Map 12.  Public/Institutional Facililties Composite Map 

(Schools, Libraries, Fire Stations, Parks, and Major Health Care Facilities) 
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Map 13.  Fire Service Response Times 

 
Source:  Alachua County Fire Rescue, July 2010 
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Map 14.  Emergency Medical Service Response Times 

 
Source:  Alachua County Fire Rescue, July 2010 
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Map 15.  {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ¢ƛƳŜǎΣ Wǳƭȅ нллф - July 2010 

 
Source:  Alachua County SheriffΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ, July 2010 
Notes:   
Priority One:  Any call involving injuries or where the threat of serious injury exists.  
Priority Two:  Any call involving a serious crime in progress/just occurred where the likelihood of injury 

does not exist.  
Priority Three:  Any call where quick response is needed to preserve a crime or accident crash scene 

following an incident that just occurred, apprehend a subject, take charge of a prisoner, 
prevent further injury or property damage, or maintain the peace, etc.  

Priority Four:  Any call requiring dispatch of personnel, but not immediately for the reporting of a crime. 
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Solid Waste  

Policy 1.2.4.2.C of the Capital Improvements Element establishes the level of service standard 

for solid waste as 0.73 tons per person per year.  The current volume of solid waste processed 

at the Alachua County transfer station is 0.72 tons per person per year, which includes the 

populations of Alachua and Gilchrist Counties.   

Alachua County has an interlocal agreement with the New River Solid Waste Association for 

solid waste disposal at the New River Solid Waste Facility in Union County.  The current 

agreement for solid waste disposal between Alachua County and the New River Solid Waste 

Association is in effect until December 31, 2018.  

Alachua County operates a solid waste transfer station to manage the local solid waste stream.  

The transfer station processes solid waste from Alachua and Gilchrist Counties.  The permitted 

ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ station is 1,200 tons per day.  Table 7 shows the annualized 

tons of solid waste per day processed at the Alachua County transfer station over the past 5 

years.  In FY 2008, the transfer station processed 627 tons of solid waste per day.  The highest 

annual tonnage of solid waste processed over the past five years was 643 tons per day in 2007.  

Recent trends indicate that the actual tonnage of solid waste processed at the transfer station 

is well below the permitted capacity of the facility (1,200 tons per day).   

Table 7.  Waste Received at Alachua County Solid Waste Transfer Station FY 2003-2008 

 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 

Tons 180,048 135,223 167,050 194,729 199,207 194,454 

Annualized Tons Per 
Day*  

581 436 539 628 643 627 

Source:  Alachua County Public Works Department 
* Based on 310 Days Per Year ς Transfer Station Permitted Capacity is 1,200 tons per day. 
 

Historically, annual growth in waste generation has been approximately 3%.  Using this 

historical trend as an indicator, Table 8 provides the projected annualized tons of solid waste 

per day for FY 2009 to 2013 at the County transfer station.  Based on an estimated 3% growth 

in waste generation per year for the next five years, the waste received at the Alachua County 

transfer station will remain well below its permitted capacity of 1,200 tons per day.  There are 

no solid waste projects identified as part of the 5 Year Schedule of Capital Improvements in the 

Comprehensive Plan. 
 

 Table 8.  Projected Waste Received at Alachua County Solid Waste Transfer Station  
 FY 2009-2013 

Source:  Alachua County Public Works Department and Growth Management Department 
* Based on 310 Days Per Year ς Transfer Station Permitted Capacity is 1,200 tons per day. 

 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 

Annualized Tons 
Per Day 

646 665 685 706 727 
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Stormwater Management  

Policy 1.2.4.2.D of the Capital Improvements Element establishes the adopted level of service 

standards for stormwater management as follows: 

Facility     Level of Service 
 
Residential floor elevation   1 foot above the 100 year/ critical-duration storm 

elevation 
 
Non-residential floor elevation   1 foot above 100 year/critical-duration storm elev. 
or      flood resistant construction  
 
 
Water Quantity 
 
Retention basins 100 year/ critical-duration storm or applicable 

WMD standards 
 
Detention basins 25 year/ critical-duration Storm with 100 

year/critical-duration storm routing analysis  
 
Storm sewer systems   3 year/10 minute 
 
Crossdrains  10/25 year/24hr. for closed system; 100 year/24 

hr. for open system 
 
Sidedrains    10 year/20 minute 

 

*"Critical-duration" means the duration of a specific storm event (i.e., 100-year storm) which creates the largest 

volume or highest rate of net stormwater runoff (post-development runoff less pre-development runoff) for 

typical durations up through and including the 10-day duration event.  The critical duration is determined by 

comparing various durations of the specified storm and calculating the peak rate and volume of runoff for each.   

 

The duration resulting in the highest peak rate or largest total volume is the "critical-duration" storm. 

Water Quality treatment criteria for new or  modifications to existing facilities shall be provided in accordance with 

State Water Policy and the applicable local, Water Management District, state and federal requirements. 

 

Stormwater management is provided on a site-by-site basis for new development.  The level of 

service standards are required to be achieved by individual stormwater management facilities 

within development projects at the time they receive approval from the County.  There are no 

stormwater management projects identified as part of the update of the 5 Year Schedule of 

Capital Improvements in the Comprehensive Plan. 
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Transportation  

Policy 1.1.4 of the Transportation Mobility Element provides level of service (LOS) 

standards for multimodal transportation within Urban Cluster Transportation Mobility 

Districts.  LOS standards have been adopted for roadways, bicycle, pedestrian, and 

express transit facilities.  The LOS standards for pedestrian, bicycle, and express transit 

were recently adopted as part of an overall strategy to link land use and multi-modal 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ /ƭǳǎǘŜǊΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ !ƭŀŎƘǳŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ tƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

Mobility Plan was adopted as an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan in January 

2010, and became effective in April 2010.  The adopted LOS standards are as follows:  

Policy 1.1.4. Within the Urban Cluster, the County adopts multi-modal level of service 

(LOS) standards for the following: 

 
Level of 

Service (LOS) 
Standard of Measure 

Pedestrian B Based on Presence of a pedestrian facility  

Bicycle  B Based on Presence of a bike lanes / paved shoulders 

Express Transit B Based on Peak Hour Frequency of 15 minutes or less 

Motor Vehicle*  D Professionally Accepted Traffic Analysis  

Motor Vehicle* - 

SIS** 

C Professionally Accepted Traffic Analysis in 

consultation with FDOT 

*    Standard applies to Collector and Arterial Roads  

** Strategic Intermodal System    

The County monitors level of service for an existing network of State and County road 

facilities, many of which are within the proposed Urban Service Area.  The most recent 

data on level of service conditions for all of the roadways for which the County monitors 

level of service (motor vehicle LOS) is provided in Table 9.  The Table shows the 

maximum daily capacity of each road segment which corresponds to the adopted LOS 

standard as provided in the FDOT LOS Handbook; the Average Daily Traffic for each road 

segment from the most recent available traffic count data; the reserved concurrency 

trips from approved but not-built development; and the available capacity remaining.   

As the Roadway Level of Service table indicates, the majority of the road segments in 

the unincorporated area are operating within the adopted LOS standards.  The LOS 

Report indicates that there are a small number of road segments that do not currently 

meet the adopted roadway LOS standards when accounting for existing traffic and 

reserved trips (e.g., segments of I-75 and Newberry Road (SR 26).  Deficiencies in road 

capacity will be addressed through the FY 2010-2030 Multimodal Transportation Capital 
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Improvements Program, as adopted in the Capital Improvements Element of the 

Comprehensive Plan (see Maps 16 through 22 and Table 10). 

Table 9.  Alachua County 2009 Roadway Level of Service Report 
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Table 9.  Alachua County 2009 Roadway Level of Service Report (continued) 
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Table 9.  Alachua County 2009 Roadway Level of Service Report (continued) 
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Map 16.  Future Transportation Circulation Map (Number of Lanes 2015) 

(from adopted Comprehensive Plan) 

 
 

Map 17. Future Transportation Circulation Map (Number of Lanes 2030) 

(from adopted Comprehensive Plan) 

 


