5.0 INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES

5.1 GENERAL

OBJECTIVES.1

An institutional land use category shall be essdigd to provide for a range of activities relaéhaman
development and community services, subject tpdtieies and standards contained in this Section.

Policy 5.1.1 Potential locations for major futunstitutional uses are identified on the Future Lbisé
Maps. Institutional uses may be allowed in otlaed use categories designated on the
Future Land Use Map, and implemented in accordaitbehe guidance and policies within
this Section 5.0., and within the Comprehensive Raa whole.

Policy 5.1.2 The following uses are consideredtimsbnal and governmental uses in Alachua County:

a. Public and Private Educational Facilities (megtState of Florida compulsory
education requirements), Day Care Centers, andeNu&chools.

b. Community Services (e.g. civic and governmertilifees, fire and emergency
services, law enforcement, health facilities, comityuservice organizations,
correctional facilities).

C. Public Utility, Communications or Infrastructuservices (e.g. utility transmission
and distribution facilities, landfills).

d. Religious Facilities; and

e. Cemeteries.

5.2 LOCATION AND COMPATIBILITY

Policy 5.2.1 The following criteria shall determitie appropriateness of potential institutionahtomns
and uses requiring special use permits shall beodstrated prior to establishing the
institutional use:

a.

b.

C.

Optimum service area.
Optimum operating size.

Access to clientele.
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Policy 5.2.2

53

Policy 5.3.1

Policy 5.3.2

Compatibility of the scale and intensity of tiee in relationship to surrounding uses,
taking into account impacts such as, noise, lightiisual effect, traffic generation,
odors.

Nature of service provision.

Needs of the clientele.

Availability and adequacy of public infrastructuto serve the particular use.

Preservation and strengthening of communityragighborhood character through
design.

Consistency with the goals, objectives, andqiedi of the Conservation and Open
Space Element.

Institutional facilities shall be dgised and located for integration into the surrongdi
community. Land use decisions concerning locatibmstitutional uses shall take into
consideration environmental justice.

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

The following areas shall be avoiddtewlocating future educational facilities in Alaeh
County:

a.

Noise Attenuation Area or Noise Sensitive Distand other airport impact areas as
prohibited by Chapter 333, Florida Statutes.

Environmentally sensitive areas as determinegt@ordance with the conservation
policies of Alachua County (see the Conservatich@pen Space Element.

Areas designated for Rural/Agriculture land use.
Existing or designated industrial districts (@pcfor vocational schools).

Any area where the nature of existing or progpasiacent land uses would endanger
the safety of students or decrease the effectiogigion of education.

Elementary and middle schools are eraged to locate:

a.

within existing or proposed residential areasgiltage centers, and
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Policy 5.3.3

Policy 5.3.4

Policy 5.3.5

Policy 5.3.6

Policy 5.3.7

b. near existing or designated public facilitiestsas parks, recreational areas, libraries,
and community centers to facilitate the joint usthese areas.

To ensure the safety of children, eetary schools shall be located on paved roadecDi
access should be available from local or collestrgets, or from arterials with an interior
road to the school.

To ensure accessibility, middle andaehigh schools shall be located near arterrakss.

To ensure safety and accessibilitys@ools shall be linked with surrounding residnt
areas by bikeways and sidewalks.

Alachua County shall collocate pulfdicilities such as parks, recreational areas aflies,
and community centers with schools to the extessitde.

a. Public educational facilities shia#l allowable uses in the following land use
categories designated on the Future Land Use Map:

1. Urban Residential: Low density, Medium denditgdium-high density, and
High density ranges.
2. Institutional, within the urban cluster.

b. Public educational facilities may also be allowedcanditional uses in activity
centers, institutional areas designated outsidlesafirban cluster, and other land use
categories.

C. Land proposed for donation for school siteslstahply with Future Land Use

Element Policy 7.1.10.

d. Private educational facilities shall be alloveabses in Medium Density, Medium-
High Density, and High Density Residential, Ingtdnal, Office, Commercial, Light
Industrial, and Industrial, within specific zonimistricts subject to performance
criteria in the land development regulations didcttoward the specific
characteristics of private schools.

e. Private educational facilities may be allowadtigh the special use permit process
in other land use categories.

f. Land development regulations for public and ativeducational facilities shall
include reasonable development standards and camsitand shall provide for
consideration of the site plan’s adequacy as #teslto environmental concerns,
health, safety, and general welfare, promotiorafé pedestrian and bicycle access
with interconnections to related uses, and effeots adjacent property.
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Policy 5.3.8

Policy 5.3.9

5.4

Policy 5.4.1

Policy 5.4.1.1

Policy 5.4.1.2

54.2

Existing schools shall be considemusistent with the Comprehensive Plan. If the Sthoo
Board of Alachua County submits an applicationdquesd an existing school site, the County
may impose reasonable development standards addicns on the expansion only, and in a
manner consistent with Florida Statutes. Standardsonditions may not be imposed which
conflict with those established in the Florida 8tes or the State Uniform Building Code,
unless mutually agreed. In accordance with Flo8titutes, site plan review or approval
shall not be required for:

a. The placement of temporary or portable classroarititias; or

b. Proposed renovation or construction on exissittypol sites, with the exception of
construction that changes the primary use of &tfaéncludes stadiums, or results in
a greater than 5 percent increase in student dgpacias mutually agreed.

Day care centers shall be allowabksls Medium Density, Medium-High Density, and
High Density Residential, Institutional, Office, @mercial, Light Industrial, and Industrial,
within specific zoning districts subject to perfante criteria in the land development
regulations. Day care centers may be allowed tiiradhe development review process in
other land use categories as specified in the davelopment regulations.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

CIVIC AND GOVERNMENT FACILITIES: Ciw and government facilities, including
future branch libraries, should be located on ftanates, in activity centers, village centers,
or near other community services to ensure acdkgsib

Libraries shall not be located ia Moise Sensitive District or Noise Attenuation &re

Civic and government facilities nteypermitted in all land use categories designatatie
Future Land Use Map through the special use p@modtess, subject to performance criteria

regarding site size, scale, and dimensions, mgjldoverage, parking, buffering, access, and
other impacts.

FIRE PROTECTION

Fire stations shall be located so as to provigentost cost effective, efficient protection of
life and property.
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Policy 5.4.2.1 Fire stations may be permitted inaald use categories designated on the Future Used
Map through the special use permit process, sulpggerformance criteria regarding site
size, scale, and dimensions, building coveragdjmpgrbuffering, access, and other impacts.

54.3 LAW ENFORCEMENT

Law enforcement facilities should be located rikarcenter of the area to be serviced with
access to major streets.

Policy 5.4.3.1 Law enforcement facilities may benpi¢ted in all land use categories designated en th
Future Land Use Map through the special use p@modtess, subject to performance criteria
regarding site size, scale, and dimensions, bujldaverage, parking, buffering, access, and
other impacts.

544 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE

Emergency Medical Service (EMS) facilities shallocated near the center of the area to be
serviced with access to major streets.

Policy 5.4.4.1 Emergency Medical Service facilitieay be permitted in all land use categories deségh
on the Future Land Use Map through the speciapasait process, subject to performance
criteria regarding site size, scale, and dimensibofiding coverage, parking, buffering,
access, and other impacts.

545 HEALTH FACILITIES
Major health facilities should be accessible lsmtransit.
Policy 5.4.5.1 Medical support facilities and seea shall locate in close proximity to hospitals.

Policy 5.4.5.2 New major health facilities, e.gpshitals and medical complexes, shall be locateddas
designated for Institutional/Medical land uses lo@ Future Land Use Map. This land use
category shall also provide for related facilitsch as pharmacies, medical suppliers,
lodging, restaurants, and accessory facilitiesjestito performance standards in the land
development regulations.

Policy 5.4.5.3 Other health facilities such as atigmt medical clinics, including emergency faihtand
nursing homes, may be allowed in the urban clustareas designated on the Future Land
Use Map for Institutional, Institutional/Medical, o@mercial, Medium-High Density
Residential, and High Density Residential, withipesific zoning districts subject to
performance criteria in the land development rdipra regarding site size, scale, and
dimensions, building coverage, parking, bufferiaggess, and other impacts.
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Policy 5.4.5.4 Outpatient clinics, including emergg facilities, may be allowed in areas designdted
Rural/Agricultural uses and Rural Clusters on thduFe Land Use Map subject to
performance criteria regarding site size, scald,dimensions, building coverage, parking,
buffering, access, and other impacts.

Policy 5.4.6 COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS: Comumity Service Organizations, such as
voluntary organizations and clubs engaged in coheyitable, and related activities, shall be
considered as institutional uses. Special prongsghall be made in the land development
regulations to address the unique needs of thase ucluding criteria regarding site size,
scale, and dimensions, building coverage, parkindfering, access, clientele, and other
impacts. Some activities not typical for residerdi@as such as the provision of temporary
residences, homeless shelters, and community résillieRomes not otherwise exempted by
Florida Statutes may be allowed in the urban ctubteugh the special use permit process.
New homeless shelters shall be subject to performariteria regarding site, size, scale, and
dimensions, building coverage, parking, bufferiagcess, and other impacts.

Policy 5.4.7 CORRECTIONS FACILITIES: New correctifiacilities shall be located away from
residential neighborhoods in areas designatecdhftititional/Corrections land uses on the
Future Land Use Map. Potential locations shall beeld on factors such as adequate
infrastructure, environmental concerns, and acsss&s.

55 PUBLIC UTILITY, COMMUNICATION, OR INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES

Infrastructure and utility structures, such as camitation towers, personal wireless service faeditradio
and television antennas, water and sewer, andegergeration and distribution facilities shall besidned
and located to eliminate or minimize adverse viguglacts on the landscape.

Policy 5.5.1 Public utilitieglistribution facilities (electrical, gas, telephoaad cable) shall be located in
common corridors where practical from an engingeand economic standpoint to reduce
land costs and to minimize the impacts of exposiaw land to such uses. The land
development regulations shall specify the factioas$ would be applicable to the location of
such utilities distribution facilities in commonrddors to the extent such locational decisions
are within the County’s legal authority. Factorsttishall be addressed in determining
practicality include things such as compliance Maitheral, state and local codes, safety and
maintenance requirements relating to horizontaheantical separation of facilities, soil and
subsurface conditions and structures, efficiencysarstainable delivery to the end user, and
ability of different utility providers to secure eessary coordination with other providers in a
timely manner.
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a. Public utilities shall be permitted in all éanse categoriesubject to appropriate
locational criteria in the land development regolad.

b. New public utilities distribution lines withiremv developments shall be located
underground. New public utilities distribution Isweithin rights-of-way shall be
located underground to the maximum extent possidlee financial
responsibility for the additional cost of undergndufacilities shall be borne
directly by the developer and/or owners of the props to be served by the
underground facilities, or by the entity requiritigpse facilities to placed
underground. The County shall coordinate with lomanicipalities and public
utilities to implement this policy in accordancetiwilorida Public Service
Commission statutes, rules and regulations or gtueresses authorized by law.

C. The County shall coordinate with public utilities provide for use of utility
corridors as part of open space systems, incluginglic walking trails or
linkages to greenways.

Policy 5.5.2 Sanitary landfills, solid waste trianstations, and regional sewage treatment piiuals
be adequately buffered from residential neighbodsoo

Policy 5.5.3 A future Institutional/County solichate management facility, known as Balu Forest, is
designated on the Future Land Use Map to be hetdserve as a future solid waste
management facility site. Should the need arisg simould there be no other
environmentally safe or economic option availakaduB-orest should be considered for a
solid waste management facility site. Developmétit@solid waste management facility
shall be subject to the issuance of a site-spesjffecial use permit by the Board of
County Commissioners. Any special use permit sstill include the provision that no
construction shall begin until necessary fedetalies regional and local permits and
approvals have been obtained. The County shaibten a comprehensive plan
amendment to consider the redesignation of thenalte site, known as Site Delta.

Policy 5.5.4 Landfills and transfer systems shul designed to have a minimal impact on the
environment.

5.6 RELIGIOUSFACILITIES

Policy 5.6.1 Houses of worship, churches, or @aifeeligious assembly shall be considered to be
institutional uses. Religious facilities may be mited in all land use categories
designated on the Future Land Use Map subject tformpeance criteria regarding
minimum site size, scale, and dimensions, buildioggrage, parking, buffering, access,
and other impacts.
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5.7 CEMETERIES

Policy 5.7.1 Cemeteries may be permitted in atllase categories designated on the Future Land
Use Map through the special use permit procesgaiib performance criteria regarding
minimum site size, scale, and dimensions, buildingerage, parking, buffering, access,
and other impacts.

5.8 PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITIES
Policy 5.8 The County shall facilitate the depleyrhof personal wireless services and facilities

(PWSFs) in a manner that balances needs for econdenelopment, environmental
protection, and minimization of adverse visual ictgan Alachua County. PWSFs

should:

a. use existing structures not originally buileasenna mounts, including, but not
limited to rooftops, utility poles, and church gibss.

b. use the least obtrusive mount for deployingisenincluding minimizing the

height and silhouette to have the minimum visuadaot possible;

C. be located, sited, and designed in a way thainmzes the adverse visual impact
on the community.

d. be located in such a way as to avoid impactiegv corridors, vistas, and
viewsheds.
e. if ground-mounted, not be located in environmédnt@nsitive areas or passive

recreation areas within Alachua County parks.

f. not be placed or constructed on a historic stmg; landmark or site that is
eligible for listing in the National Register of $toric Places or is deemed of
historic value by the State of Florida or AlachuzuGty.

g. not be located in conservation areas.

h. not be located where the potential for birdskii shown to exist.
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